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Expert knitters—and longtime dog enthusiasts—Sally 
Muir and Joanna Osborne are famous for knowing 
exactly what to give dog lovers who knit, which we all 
discovered in their bestselling book Knit Your Own 
Dog. Now, they’re back with more ways to knit a 
new best friend or show the world the kind of canine 
you favor. Dogs on Sweaters features patterns for 18 
popular dog breeds, as well as designs for comfortable, 
stylish sweaters that are perfect for featuring them. 
Projects can be shaped and styled to suit men, women, 
and children, and ideas are offered for adding words, 
initials, or your favorite dog’s name. And don’t worry 
if your pup is a rare breed or a delightful mutt—Muir 
and Osborne have you covered, providing instructions 
for customizing a dog pattern all your own. Includes 
designs for dog-adorned accessories like hats and 
scarves, a baby blanket, and even a charming dog coat.

KNIT YOUR OWN DOG

INCLUDING PATTERNS FOR: 
Labradors, Beagles, Dalmatians, Pugs, Golden Retrievers,  
Chihuahuas, Labradoodles, Jack Russells, Border Collies,  

West Highland Terriers, Dachshunds, and more!

JOANNA OSBORNE and SALLY MUIR, a knit designer and portrait painter 
respectively, are the brains behind the knitwear business Muir & Osborne. Muir 
& Osborne exports knitwear to stores in the United States, United Kingdom, 
Europe, and Japan. Several pieces of their knitwear are in the permanent collection 
at the Victoria and Albert Museum in London. They have published seven knitting 
pattern books, including Best in Show, Knit Your Own Dog (also Cat, Pet, Zoo, 
Farm, and Dinosaur) and the children’s book Patch’s Grand Dog Show.
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dog coat

finished 
Measurements
Extra small (XS)
To fit (for example): Chihuahua 
Circumference of coat: 12¾in/32.5cm
Length to turtle neck: 12in/30.5cm

Small (S)
To fit (for example): Jack Russell 
Circumference of coat: 15¼in/39cm
Length to turtle neck: 14¾in/37.5cm

Medium (M)
To fit (for example): Border Collie 
Circumference of coat: 18in/46cm
Length to turtle neck: 18¾in/47.5cm

Large (L)
To fit (for example): Labrador 
Circumference of coat: 24in/61cm
Length to turtle neck: 21¾in/55.5cm

Extra large (XL)
To fit (for example): German Shepherd 
Circumference of coat: 27¾in/70.5cm
Length to turtle neck: 24in/61cm

level
Intermediate 

needles and yarn
• US 6/4mm knitting needles
•  US 7/4.5mm knitting needles if using Debbie Bliss yarn or US 8/5mm needles 

if using Cascade yarn
•  Debbie Bliss Donegal Luxury Tweed Aran (CYCA #4) or Cascade 220 Solids 

and Heathers (CYCA #4) yarn in main color (mc) and contrast color (co)

Size XS S M L XL

Main 
color (mc)

50g 
(2oz)

60g 
(2¼oz)

85g 
(3oz)

120g 
(4¼oz)

160g 
(5½oz)

Contrast 
color (co)

15g 
(½oz)

20g 
(¾oz)

30g 
(1¼oz)

45g 
(1¾oz)

60g 
(2¼oz)

NOTE: Our dog coat was knitted in size small using Debbie Bliss Donegal 
Luxury Tweed Aran in 53 Meadow (mc) and 15 Charcoal (co)

gauge
18 sts and 24 rows to 4in/10cm measured over st st using US 7/4.5mm needles 
for Debbie Bliss yarn or US 8/5mm needles for Cascade yarn

Top of Coat
With US 6/4mm needles and co,  
cast on 34 [40, 48, 64, 74] sts.
Work 6 rows k1, p1 rib.
Change to larger needles.
Join in mc and continue in st st, 
working first and last 4 sts in co and  
st st center in mc as follows:
Next row (RS): [K1, p1] twice in co, 
m1 in mc, k26 [32, 40, 56, 66] mc,  
m1 in mc, [k1, p1] twice in co.  
(36 [42, 50, 66, 76] sts) 

Next row (WS): [K1, p1] twice in co, 
p28 [34, 42, 58, 68] mc, [k1, p1] twice 
in co.
Continue to inc in this way  
on next and every other row  
7 [3, 3, 5, 5] times, and then inc 1 st  
on every 4th row 0 [5, 5, 6, 8] times. 
(50 [58, 66, 88, 102] sts)
This sets pattern of st st center  
with 4-st rib border along each side. 
Continue straight in st st with rib 
border until top of coat measures  

3 [4, 5, 7, 8] in/8 [10, 13, 18, 20] cm.
Continue in mc and st st only (no  
rib border) until top of coat  
measures 5½ [7½, 11, 13, 14¼] in/ 
14 [19, 28, 33, 36] cm, ending on  
a p row.
MARK LEG OPENINGS:
Mark each end of last row with a 
colored thread to indicate beg of leg 
openings.
Continue in st st until top of coat 
measures (7¼ [9½, 13, 15, 16½] in/ 

18.5 [24, 33, 38, 42] cm.
Mark each end of last row with a 
colored thread to indicate end  
of leg openings. 
Continue in st st until top of coat 
measures 10 [12¼, 15¾, 17¾, 19¾] 
in/25 [31, 40, 45, 50] cm, ending on a 
p row. 
SHAPE SHOULDERS: 
Next row (RS): K12 [14, 16, 22, 23], 
k2tog, k22 [26, 30, 40, 52], k2tog, k12 
[14, 16, 22, 23]. (48 [56, 64, 86, 100] sts)
Next row (WS): Purl.
Continue to dec in this way, working 
2 sts less in center panel on next and 
every other row 4 [5, 5, 11, 13] times. 
(40 [46, 54, 64, 74] sts)
Continue in st st until top of coat 
measures 12 [14¾, 18¾, 21¾, 24] 
in/30.5 [37.5, 47.5, 55.5, 61] cm, 
ending on a p row.
Leave rem sts on a holder.

Gusset
With US 6/4mm needles and co,  
cast on 14 [18, 24, 30, 34] sts.
Work k1, p1 rib until gusset  
measures 2¼ [3½, 6, 6, 6¼] in/ 
6 [9, 15, 15, 16] cm.
MARK LEG OPENINGS:
Mark each end of last row with a 
colored thread to indicate beg of leg 
openings.
Continue in rib, matching  
end of leg openings with top  
of coat, until gusset measures  
7½ [9½, 11, 12, 15] in/ 
19 [24, 28, 30.5, 38] cm.
Dec 1 st at each end of next and 
every other row 3 [4, 6, 8, 9] times.  
(8 [10, 12, 14, 16] sts)
Leave rem sts on a holder.

turtle Neck
With US 6/4mm needles and  
mc and RS facing, rib across  

8 [10, 12, 14, 16] sts from holder  
for gusset, then rib across  
40 [46, 54, 64, 74] sts from holder for 
top of coat. (48 [56, 66, 78, 90] sts)
Work k1, p1 rib (matching rib  
with gusset) until polo neck  
measures 4¼ [4¾, 5, 5, 5½] in/ 
11 [12, 13, 13, 14] cm.
Change to co.
Work 1 row k1, p1 rib.
Bind off loosely in rib.

Leg Bands
Join gusset from end of leg  
openings to neck.
With US 6/4mm needles and mc, pick 
up 24 [26, 26, 26, 30] sts around first 

leg opening, between markers.
Work 6 rows k1, p1 rib.
Change to co.
Work 1 row k1, p1 rib.
Bind off loosely in rib.
Repeat for second leg opening.

finishing
With RS together and matching leg 
openings, sew remaining gusset 
sides to top of coat. The cast-on 
edge of gusset should meet edge of 
rib on top of coat. Sew collar seam, 
reversing seam on outside for approx 
last 2¼–2½in/6–6.5cm of collar for 
turnback. Press gently.
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accessories

We have included a mixture of adult, child and dog accessories; all of 
the accessories are pictured on pages 98–99 to help you make your 

selection. The Pug Hat and Jack Russell Scarf are both for adults. If you 
want, you can choose another dog breed – most of the charts will fit 
(the index of dogs on page 140 lists the stitch and row dimensions of 

each dog breed). The adorable Pug, Jack Russell and Dachshund Booties 
are for babies aged 3–6 months. The spectacular Dalmatian Onesie is 
for babies aged 3–6 months and 6–12 months. The Patchwork Baby 

Blanket can be customized to suit the child, and is the perfect present 
to hand down from generation to generation. The Dog Coat is knitted in 
worsted-weight yarn. All the adult sweaters are also knitted in worsted 

yarn, so you and your dog can complement one another.
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